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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 

2a) □ This action Is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed ih^accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu^^35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) 1-20 



. is/are pending in the applies 



4a) Of the above, claim(s). 
5)n Claim(s) 



6) K Claim(s) 1-20 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) 0 Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed, 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



_ are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: aP approved b)ndisapproved. 



11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 ^ 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a f:iaim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)n Ail b) □ Some* c) CNone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priohty documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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Claim ReiecHons - 35 USC ^ 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rzeszewski et al 
(5,699,125). 

As to claims 1-5, note the Rzeszewski et al reference which discloses a method and device 
for receiving and storing electronic program guide data in a receiver having a select channel 
mode. The select channel feature, as described at col. 4, lines 50+, is one which allows a user, 
through a remote control, to program a set of select channels, whereby the microprocessor 
controls the tuning system to skip over non-programmed channels in response to a channel change 
request, and only stop on the select channels. Thus, when the receiver is in the select channel 
mode, channel change requests automatically move through the listed and stored channels. The 
system further requires that only program guide information associated with channels stored by 
the user in connection with the select channel function be stored, limiting the memory and 
processing power required for storing the program guide. As to claims, the reference cleariy 
discloses accessing a 'user-definable preferences list' while in thee select channel mode, and 
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selecting one of the channels and providing the audio and video from the channel source. Further, 



broadcast through the system, so as to be accessible by the user. And further, the reference 
discloses that the retrieval of program guide data and channel selection is performed repeatedly in 
response to initial and subsequent user requests for select channels. Therefore, all aspects of the 
claims are met by the reference. 

Claims 6-20 are met by that discussed above for claims 1-5. 



3. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or Certificate of 
Transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). The certification may be included with all correspondence 
concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of mailing or transmission under 37 
CFR 1.8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in such communication being considered as 
timely if the established date is within the required period for reply. The Certificate should be 
signed by the individual actually depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual 
who, upon information and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the 
normal course of business by another no later than the date indicated. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 



the reference discloses the retrieva! and storage of program guide database information which is 



Conclusion 



Certificate of Mailing 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



on 



(Date) 



Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 
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Signature: 



Certificate of Transmission 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 



Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning facsimile 
transmissions and mailing, respectively. 

4. Any response to this action should be: 

(a) mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



(b) or faxed to: (703) 872-93 14 for either formal communications intended for entry, or 
informal or draft communications (please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

(c) or hand-delivered to: Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor 
(Receptionist). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John W. Miller whose telephone number is (703) 305-4795. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 



Office, Fax No. (703). 



on 



(Date) 



Washington, D.C. 20231 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew Faile, can be reached at (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

John W. Miller 



August 7, 2001 




^John W. Miller 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 



